Topic: Perspectives of European Union development
Guest: Mr Henrik H. Kroner, Secretary General, European Movement, Brussels
Moderator: Mr Momcilo Radulovic, Secretary General of the EMiM

Within the framework of the Forum of European Integration Schools project, organised by the Centre for Civic Education, Centre for Development of non-governmental organisations and European Movement in Montenegro, supported by the Foundation Open Society Institute, Representative Office in Montenegro on 12 May 2006 at the Faculty of Political Sciences a panel discussion on „Perspectives of EU development”. The guest of the Forum of EIS was Mr Henrik H. Kröner, Secretary General of the European Movement based in Brussels. 

In his lecture, Mr. Kröner spoke about the current situation in the European Union, or the so-called “period of reflection”, following the debacle of the proposal for a Constitutional Treaty of EU, especially with respect to a trend of “recession” in European Union, evident in the growing fear of immigration, drift towards protectionism in certain political circles, nationalism, resistance to future enlargements, and in general, the crisis of political legitimacy, equally on the national and EU level. 

Kröner reminded of all the positive achievements brought by the European Union since its beginnings, not only for its own citizens, but also for others. He noted that the EU transformed one contentious, partitioned post-war Europe into the biggest market in the world, with an enormous gross product and the biggest trade flow – 3.700 billion euros a year (for the comparison: the US, Mexico and Canada together having barely 1.399 billions of euros). “The secret of the EU economic success”, he added, “was in it being founded upon the common principles of justice and equality, protected by the European Court of Justice, but also upon some basic common values”. 
European Union today is the biggest aid donor to the poor countries of the world, emphasised Kröner and supported it with the fact that 55% of overall donations comes from EU funds, and also EU is the biggest food aid donor, an amount which is supposed to be doubled by 2010. 

“In all, Europe, open and free, has served us well in the past few decades”, said Kröner, adding that this must not be endangered by some narrow individual interest. 

The period of reflection brought many initiatives, and there is a hope that the next proposal for EU constitution will be presented soon. Further enlargement will not happen without such a document in place, establishing institutional basis for the functioning of an enlarged European Union, he explained. According to him, the failure of EU Constitution is “an expression of crisis of national politics in many member states, rather than consequence of a lack of trust in EU”. 

“We must explain to our fellow citizens the extraordinary transformative power that the prospect of EU membership has brought to so many countries in the surroundings. Economically, enlargement is a win-win situation for both the old and the new members, and that has to be understood. We must not abandon what we have achieved for reasons of unjustified fears”, concluded Kröner. 
