Topic: Current position of Montenegro in the process of European integrations  
Guest: Vassilis Maragos, European Commission
Moderator: Daliborka Uljarević, executive director of CCE
Within the spring Forum of European Integration Schools, Centre for Civic Education, Centre for Development of NGOs and European Movement in Montenegro with support of the Foundation Open Society Institute, Representative Office in Montenegro, organised a panel discussion on the topic of “Current position of Montenegro in the process of European integrations”, on 14 March 2007, in the premises of PR Centre. The guest of the Forum ESI was Mr Vassilis Maragos, Desk officer for Montenegro at the European Commission DG Enlargement.
In front of an audience of numerous participants of the previous five generation of European Integrations Schools and guests from different social sectors, Maragos spoke in detail about the dynamics of development and milestones of relations of Montenegro with the European Union, which started within state union of Serbia and Montenegro, and continued through negotiations with Montenegro as independent state from autumn 2006.

Refereeing to the initialling of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA), Maragos stated that Montenegro is now facing a crucial turn in its relations with European Union – beginning of the process of adjustment and implementation of European standards.

“The key concern of EU countries is whether Montenegro has the administrative capacity to implement Stabilisation and Association Agreement”, Maragos said, explaining that the SAA is a crucial step bringing Montenegro closer to EU membership.

He reflected also on the main findings of the Annual Progress Report, underlining that this is an instrument to encourage reforms and provide information on progress, as well as that it is a word about the first Commission Report dedicated to Montenegro following independence and brining analyses of Montenegro’s performance against the SAP and Copenhagen criteria. He stressed the need for adoption of the Constitution in line with the European standards and strengthening administrative capacity and rule of law, estimating that corruption remains a widespread problem and that there are numerous challenges on the set-up and the capacity of the judiciary, as well as that Parliament needs to strengthen its capacity and improve stability in the realm of legislation. 

“European integrations are a chance for a broader consensus in Montenegro”, Maragos estimated, and added that “Montenegro is at an early stage of preparations for introduction of EU standards.”
.

Maragos informed participants that the European Union allocated 95 million EUR to Montenegro through the new IPA programme (Instruments for Pre-Accession Assistance) for the period 2007 to 2009, following priorities from Component I (Transition assistance and institutional building) and Component II (Cross-Border Cooperation). 
He presented the European Partnership for Montenegro, adopted by the EU Council in January 2007, stressing that that represent a comprehensive document citing priorities for action in all fields relevant for EU integration. These priorities refer to the adoption of the Constitution in line with the European standards and with consensus, building institutions of an independent country, reform of public administration and judicial system, fight against corruption and organised crime, building SAA implementation capacity and special measures concerning economic and financial policy, as well as specific measures per area of the acquis. 
Continuing discussion, Maragos spoke in detail on the content of the SAA, starting from the general principles, political dialogue, free Trade Area, through movement of workers, services, establishment of companies, enhanced cooperation, approximation of legislation, to the parts on justice, freedom and security and commitments in the areas of competition, public procurement, IPRs and transport.
