Topic: Slovenian experience in protection of environment during the process of accession to the EU
Guest: Dr Fedor Černe, Government of the Republic of Slovenia

Moderator: Daliborka Uljarević, executive director of CCE

In the framework of this year’s Forum of European Integration Schools, Centre for Civic Education, Centre for Development of Non-Governmental Organisations and European Movement in Montenegro with support of the Open Society Institute, Representative Office in Montenegro, organised on the 27 January 2007 in the premises of the Centre for Civic Education a lecture on the topic “Slovenian experience in protection of environment during the process of accession to the EU”. The guest of the Forum of ESI was Fedor Černe, secretary of the National Council for Sustainable Development of the Republic of Slovenia and a member of the Slovenian negotiating team in the accession process of the Republic of Slovenia to European Union.
In the beginning of the Slovenian accession process, there was little emphasis on the importance of sustainable development, and most of the administration focused on economic development. In order to make the Slovenian membership in the EU a success story, however, it was necessary to raise awareness in the Slovenian people with regard to the sustainable development. “The key concepts of the sustainable development are: bottom-up principle development, based on local resources and knowledge, prioritising natural and cultural heritage that we have a duty to preserve for future generations” explained dr Černe. He especially talked about the significance of promotion of this concept within the society and inclusion of all social actors to the greatest possible extent. 
In order to make the EU accession process complete and to turn Slovenia into a member state in every way, it was necessary to have a vision of this membership. Slovenia’s vision was an informed, active citizenry capable of managing itself, Slovenia, as well as Europe. “Slovenia is neither the Government nor the Parliament, it is the two million of its citizens”, is the bottom line of this vision, the guiding principle of all efforts of the Slovenian administration, as well as the society. This vision can only be successful if it is constructed by citizens themselves and if it represents the fulfilment of their expectations and desires. “That requires courage and self-confidence in order to fulfil this vision, and it can be acquired through investment into knowledge, possibilities for life-long learning and personal development” stressed Černe.

What does Slovenia bring to EU? It is a small country, but a country of great cultural and bio-diversity. Its goal is to ensure that its citizens can enjoy the same levels of environmental protection as the citizens of other member states. Some of the biggest obstacles to the achievement of this goal initially came from: urban sewage waters, quality of fuel, packaging and packaging waste, Integrated pollution prevention and control, care for the population of brown bears, wolves and lynx, as well as the enlargement of the list of the protected species and areas.

With regard to the environmental protection, the greatest challenges in the process of rapprochement with EU standards were: legal (harmonisation with EU acquis), financial (more than 90% of all funds had to come from the national budget), institutional (strengthening institutions for the protection of environment and resources, reorganisation of the Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning) and implementation so called related challenges (European Commission guide for the implementation of legislation in the area of environmental protection).

Harmonisation was achieved through adoption and implementation of the numerous documents, within which Černe points out the following ones: Accession strategy for the protection of environment (March 1998), National Programme for the Adoption of Acquis (NPAA – 1999, revised in April 2000 and April 2001), Accession Partnership and the National Environmental Action Programme (NEAP).
“The problem is not in convincing the people of the benefits of the sustainable development, environmental protection and the related issues, but in the fat that in reality the support for these ideas diminishes once the goals turn into concrete measures” warned Černe. Therefore, strengthening the “bottom-up” principle can be a mean of building consensus. It is the power of an active citizenry which has no alternative and is the only one that can produce real changes. 

Is the concept of sustainable development a vision or a dream? 
The real question is the following: are we ready to make some crucial changes in our attitudes and behaviour for the sake of sustainable development, and thus, with support of active citizenship, direct our development in a sustainable direction?

