Topic: “European Parliament and its role in Enlargement Process”
Participants: Doris Pack, EPP-ED, Germany; Hannes Swoboda PES, Austria; Ryszard Czarnecki UEN, Poland; Jas Gawronski, EPP-ED, Italy.

Moderator: Daliborka Uljarević, Executive Director, Centre for Civic Education


Forum has been completed with the panel on the topic of “European Parliament and its roles in Enlargement Process”, which was held on the 19 December 2007, at the Faculty of Political Science in Podgorica. The guests of the Forum were parliamentarians of the European Parliament: Doris Pack, EPP-ED, Germany (Head of Delegation); Hannes Swoboda PES, Austria; Ryszard Czarnecki UEN, Poland; Jas Gawronski, EPP-ED, Italy. 
 Session has been moderated bz Daliborka Uljarević,  Executive Director of the Centre for Civic Education.
In the discussion on European integration of Montenegro representatives of the European Parliament Delegation chose to focus on the Resolution adopted by EP somewhat earlier, and also encouraged by the questions from the public specifically on certain issues that got extensive media attention in Montenegro.

Doris Pack said she was pleased to be able to discuss the Resolution and other issues connected with the process of Montenegro’s integration into EU not only with the officials but also with the general public. She emphasised that her and her colleagues did not come to Montenegro as diplomats who will only indirectly tackle the sensitive issues in Montenegro-EU relations. Montenegro, but also other countries on their way to EU cannot be helped if they are not made to recognise, acknowledge and deal with the most urgent problems. “This was what the EP had in mind when it adopted its Resolution on Montenegro.” Explained Pack.
Further on, she stated that the rationale behind the Resolution was that it was “better to name the things for what they are” and it depicts “Montenegro as a country with serious problems, and we only chose to call them by their real name”.

“If Montenegro takes seriously recommendations from the European Commission Report and our Resolution I believe it will be on a good road. Only then can the next step be considered. However, if Montenegro does not fulfil these commitments, the politicians will have to understand that they will have to wait for a long time to get ahead. But the citizens will have to wait to, and those who will suffer the most will be the citizens and their children. I believe no politician in Montenegro can afford to be making the people to wait longer than is necessary. The Government and the Parliament are responsible for this entire process. If they fulfil their commitments, everything will go smoothly, if not, others will have to pay the price”, Pack said.

Hannes Swoboda said that the European Parliament expected a person who is running for the President of the Republic while being prosecuted by the Italian state for his involvement in cigarette smuggling to first settle his status with Italy before aiming at the highest office in the country.

“EU will be careful to follow up this case through and its outcomes will be decisive for the attitude of the EU and its members towards Montenegro, as well as their readiness to accept Montenegro as part of their community.” Stated Swoboda.

Swoboda underlined that whenever he talks about progress in the Western Balkans he mentions Croatia and Montenegro as bright examples of successful reforms. “Montenegro has good potentials, but it needs more transparency and greater efforts to fight corruption.” advised Swoboda.
Doris Pack emphasised the role of the civil sector in the process of European integrations, especially in the case of the Public Broadcasting Service and the appointments to the Council of this institution. “It is incomprehensible and damaging for the democratic reputation of Montenegro that its Parliament continues to refuse to appoint a civil society member to the Council. Participation of the non-governmental sector in the Public Service is a standard feature of many countries, and it is unclear why it cannot seem to happen in Montenegro.” said Pack.
Pointing out some positive developments, Doris Pack welcomed the efforts that Montenegro is making in fighting corruption, the signing of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement and the adoption of the Constitution.

Still, Montenegro must go further and continue to demonstrate decisiveness and strength in fulfilling its commitments towards European institutions. If it fails to do so, it will show a lack of will and readiness, and that could compromise the pace of its rapprochement with EU. 

The lectures of the panel members were followed by a discussion session where the former participants of European Integrations Schools and other guests had a chance to ask further questions.

Prior to panel, there was a special meeting of the European parliamentarians with the representatives of the civil society, also in the framework of the Forum. At that meeting, on behalf of the civil society projects and organisations were presented by: Zlatko Vujović, President of Managing Board of Centre for Monitoring (CEMI), Goran Đurović, Director of the Centre for Development of non-governmental organisations (CRNVO), Momčilo Radulović, Secretary General of the European Movement in Montenegro, Vanja Ćalović, Director of Network for Affirmation of NGO sector (MANS), Nenad Koprivica, Director of Centre for Democracy and Human Rights (CEDEM), Ljiljana Raičević, Director of Shelter, Stevo Muk, President of the Managing Board of the Institute Alternative, Bojana Stanišić, Director of Centre for Euro-Atlantic policies (CEAP), Daliborka Uljarević, Executive Director of the Centre for Civic Education. Apart from them, Željko Ivanović, editor of Vijesti also met parliamentarians.
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