Mr. Olli Rehn, Commissioner

DG Enlargement

European Commission

                                                                                                Podgorica, 10 July 2005

Dear Mr. Rehn,

With regard to the Decision of the EU Council of Ministers (Luxemburg, October 2004) on adoption of a “twin-track” approach to SAA negotiations for Serbia and Montenegro, as well as the recent favorable Feasibility study, we would like to take this opportunity to draw your attention to the increasing need for having an EC Delegation office here in Podgorica. 

As you certainly know, European integrations enjoy a widespread support among the citizens of Montenegro. We firmly believe that introduction of EU standards will represent an additional incentive to further reform processes and strengthening of European values. 

The civil sector in Montenegro considers that the processes of integrations and strengthening of European values are inseparable. We are genuinly commited to the principles set in the Copenhagen document and are eager and ready to continue to contribute to its implementation and actively participate in the processes of European integrations. 

It is precisely in this respect that we see closer cooperation with EU institutions as an important and necessary step in the comprehensive and diverse area of integration processes. However, the current representation of EU institutions in Montenegro cannot be considered sufficient for achieving this goal. 

We would therefore like to invite the European Commission to take into consideration the possibility for opening of an office of EC Delegation in Podgorica. Establishment of this office would enable daily communication between the civil society and other institutions and EC, and thus contribute to a smoother and more quality process of European integrations.  

In this light we would also like to suggest that the EC involve civil society organizations more intensively in the preparation of relevant documents related to the process of integrations, particularly in the segment of monitoring of the fulfillment of recommendations and standards.  

We want to point out that we are not discouraged by recent developments regarding the results of the referendum in France and the Netherlands. With the Thessalonica conclusions as a basis for further EU enlargement, we fully understand the requirement and necessity for Western Balkans countries to intensify institution building and to fulfill the Copenhagen criteria. However, it is in our opinion that the existing EU instruments of assistance (IPA, 2007-2013) for our Region need careful reconsideration, both in terms of their scope, level and pace of application. In this respect, we would like to express of full support for the initiative of our colleagues from the NGO sector from Serbia and we share their concerns on the potential further isolation of the Region. 

Looking forward to your reply, we remain

Sincerely Yours,

Momčilo Radulović

European Movement in Montenegro - EMIM

Stevo Muk

Centre for Development of NGOs - CRNVO

Daliborka Uljarević

Centre for Civic Education - CGO

Djuro Stojanović

The Monitoring Centre - CEMI

Nebojša Medojević

Group for Changes - GZP

Srdjan Darmanović

Centre for Democracy and Human Rights - CEDEM

Mladen Perazić
Institute for European Studies - IES

Slavica Striković
NVO Women Action

Biljana Zeković

SOS Telephone (for women and children victims of violence – Podgorica)

Ljilja Radunović
Eco Centre "DELFIN"
Igor Milošević

Association for Democratic Prosperity – ZID

Lidija Zeković

Green Home

Vladan Golubović
 Montenegrin Association against AIDS - CAZAS 

Sanja Elezović

Foundation “Open Society Institute” – Representative Office in Montenegro
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Mr. Olli Rehn, EU Commission, Commissioner

Ambassador Josep Lloveras, Head of the Delegation of the EU Commission in Serbia and Montenegro

