Declaration 

On Accession to European Union

Starting from the fact that in civilisation, historical, cultural and geographical sense Montenegro is a part of Europe;

Taking into consideration that the largest number of citizens of Montenegro and political subjects express devotion to the ideas of European integration and affirming the decisiveness for reaching of the widest political census, as a necessary precondition for faster accession to European Union;
 

              Expressing readiness that the Parliament of the Republic of Montenegro in its future work is to give full contribution and necessary impetus to accession to EU, as an area of stabile peace, democratic values and high living standard;

 

Accepting basic values of European Union and expressing readiness to fulfil the criteria for the accession to European Union, and particularly in regard to the stability of democracy and its institutions, role and significance of the Parliament of the Republic of Montenegro in that process;

Affirming the importance of Montenegro for achievement of long-term peace and stability in the area of Southeast Europe and expressing support to the efforts of international community and European Union directed towards fulfilment of these goals; 
Confirming the devotion of the citizens of Montenegro to democracy, civil and open society, rule of law, respect of human and minority rights and fundamental freedoms;

Pledging for fulfilment of economic stability and prosperity, for full freedom of movement of people, capital, goods and services; 


Accepting the principles, values and aims European Union is based upon and starting from the Article 49 of the Treaty on EU from Amsterdam that is related to the procedure and conditions of accession to membership in European Union;
  


Affirming the decisiveness to fulfil all obligations foreseen in the Process of stabilization and accession, Thessalonica Declaration from the Summit of EU and countries of West Balkans, (21 June 2003), Agenda for Western Balkans »Path to European integration«, conclusions of the Council of Ministers of European Union in Luxembourg (11 October 2004) on double track principle in the process of harmonisation of economic systems;
The Parliament of the Republic of Montenegro states that there are differences in the view of political parties regarding the issue through what state-legal status should Montenegro be integrated in European Union. Parliamentary groups opting for independent Montenegro with full international-legal subjectivity, as well as Parliamentary groups opting for state union of Serbia and Montenegro, staying devoted to their programme principles, express their readiness to in spite of above-mentioned differences work on  accelerated integration and appliance of European standards. 


Parliament of the Republic of Montenegro, in accordance with Article 81, paragraph 2 of the Constitution of the Republic of Montenegro, on the second session of first sitting in 2005, on 8 June 2005 adopted: 

 
Declaration 

On Accession to European Union

  

1. Confirms that strategic interest of the citizens of Montenegro is achievement of the European integration process, to which the Parliament of Montenegro will give full support and necessary impetus;
2. Expresses its readiness to, in the goal of achievement of full and permanent stability and regional security, through the programme »Partnership for peace« join NATO and other European and Euro-Atlantic security structures;   

3. Confirms that it will contribute to accelerated harmonization of positive legislative system of Montenegro with regulations and standards of the European Union, based on the principles of rule of law and promotion of human and civic freedoms, enhancement and realization of minority rights, strengthening of economic and social security, and especially in renouncing all legal, institutional and political shortcomings in the goal to fight against organised crime, corruption, trafficking in human beings, drugs, illegal immigration and securing the state boarders.
4. Confirms readiness for full cooperation and fulfilment of obligations and standards of Council of Europe and Organisation for European Security and Cooperation, as well as all other undertaken international commitments, as well as cooperation with international courts, therein including cooperation with International Criminal Court for crimes of war for the area of former Yugoslavia in Hague;  

5. Expresses its readiness, in the goal of accelerating the process of European integration, to additionally improve cooperation with European Parliament, Parliaments of other countries, and especially to affirm regional cooperation through programme »Cetinje Parliamentary Forum«;  

6. Calls the Government of Montenegro, as soon as possible to within its jurisdiction develop a strategy for accession to European Union and submit it to the Parliament of the Republic of Montenegro for discussion, and to intensify the measures and actions for initiation of negotiations on reaching an Agreement on stabilization and accession to the European Union;

7. Demands from the Government of Montenegro to, at least once in three months, submit a report to the Parliament of the Republic of Montenegro  on realization of activities and commitments of Montenegro deriving from the process of stabilization and accession to European Union;

8. Calls all parliamentary parties to in their work, in the aim of reaching social consensus, give priority to accelerated adoption of the law proposals that are of special importance for the process of joining European Union and work on affirmation of European values in Montenegro, respecting European standards in fulfilment of minority rights; 

9. Expresses readiness to affirm cooperation with domestic non-governmental and international organisations with the aim to promote the values of European Union and familiarise the public with the goals of accession to European Union and calls all political parties, media, trade unions, religious communities, state and local authorities and all citizens to give full contribution to joint efforts for acceleration of the process of accession to European Union; 

10. Text of the Declaration will be submitted to European Parliament, European Commission, Council of Ministers of European Union and Council of Europe.  

11. The Declaration is to be published in the "Official Gazette of the Republic of Montenegro”.
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