	Declaration on Making the European Union Accession Process More Dynamic 

	


	Proceeding from the Decision on Calling the Referendum on State-Legal Status of the Republic of Montenegro, unanimously adopted in the Parliament of the Republic of Montenegro, and constitutional authorizations and responsibilities it has in state-creation process;
Complying with the provisions of the Constitutional Charter of the State Union of Serbia and Montenegro, relating to the right to organize the referendum on member states withdrawing from the State Union;
Referring to the Declaration of the Government of the Republic of Montenegro addressed to the citizens of Montenegro on April 6, 2006 and the Declaration of the Government of the Republic of Montenegro on Relations with the Republic of Serbia after Gaining Independence dated April 13, 2006;
Accepting principles, legacy and goals that the European Union is based on;
Proceeding from Article 49 of the Treaty on European Union, relating to the procedure and conditions for admission of the state submitting the request for membership in the European Union, i.e. Article I-58 of the Constitution of the European Union defining the conditions, qualification and procedure for accession to the Union;
Referring to the Thessalonica Declaration and the Agenda for the Western Balkans on the occasion of the EU –Western Balkans Summit dated June 21, 2003, the Strategic Document on Enlargement of the European Commission, Communiqué of the European Commission “The Western Balkans on the Road to the EU: Consolidating Stability and
Raising Prosperity” from January 2006 and relevant declarations and conclusions of the Council of Europe and General Affairs and External Relations Council of the European Union; 
Referring to the Declaration of the Parliament of the Republic of Montenegro on Accession to the European Union dated June 8, 2005;
Bearing in mind a high degree of compliance regarding conditions of the referendum to be organized in the partnership with the European Union;
Recognizing institutional and many other aspects of the European Union inspiring confidence in smaller states;
The Government of the Republic of Montenegro, at its session held on April 27, 2006 adopted
DECLARATION
on Making the European Union Accession Process More Dynamic

1. Integration of the state of Montenegro in the European and Euro-Atlantic structures, as a strategic goal and powerful mechanism for accelerating reforms implemented in all areas, remains a priority commitment of the Government. 
2. Firmly convinced that the affirmation of fundamental European values – freedom, equality and non-discrimination, solidarity, human rights and minority rights, rule of law, democracy, multi-culture – is the best way to realize individual and state interests, the Government is committed to have Montenegro further developed as a modern European state of functional market democracy, rapidly adopting and harmonizing its legal, economic and institutional system with regulations and standards of the European Union (Acquis Communitaire);
3. Counting on the positive votes of the citizens of Montenegro at the forthcoming democratic referendum for renewal of the Montenegrin statehood, and bearing in mind the Feasibility Study, the Government confirms its readiness to independently continue, without delay, negotiations about the Agreement of Stabilization and Accession of the Independent State of Montenegro to the European Union, on the basis of the so far consolidated progress in regulating contractual relations of Serbia and Montenegro with the European Union, and it is committed to terminate them within the envisaged timeframe, until the end of 2006;
4. Convinced that the policy of good-neighbor relations and regional cooperation is a crucial factor of stability and development at the national and regional plan, and the integral part of the European Union policy regarding this region, the Government will continue to actively participate and act in the direction of regional connection and integration, including free flow of people, goods, services and capital through the establishment of the unique regime of free trade in the South-Eastern Europe, as well as through the Energy Community, infrastructure, the environment, fight against corruption and all forms of organized crime, visas, asylum and migration;
5. The Government remains devoted to a further progress in the procedure of accession of the state of Montenegro to the World Trade Organization, and committed to efficiently meet the requirements for membership in this international organization;
6. The Government confirms the decisiveness of Montenegro to continue to efficiently meet the conditions and requirements contained in the Copenhagen Criteria and Process of Stabilization and Accession that the speed of progress of Montenegro, as well as of other states of the Western Balkans, will depend on, in the process of accession to the European Union;
7. The Government expresses its readiness to implement all other undertaken international obligations, including international agreements, conventions and documents of the Council of Europe, the Organization for the European Security and Cooperation, that are included in the area of common European legacy, especially the Helsinki Final Act, the Charter of Paris for a New Europe, and the European Convention for Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms; 
8. The Government confirms its commitment to develop a dialogue and cooperation with all active participants of the society – political parties, business associations, trade unions, educational and scientific institutions, civil society, media, with the support and engagement of every individual on the path to the EU accession of Montenegro, which envisages also full attention to the Communication Strategy for Informing Citizens on the EU Accession Process, with a view to increasing awareness and understanding of requirements and benefits of all phases of the complex European integration process;
9. For the purpose of accelerating the European integrations process of Montenegro, the Government will immediately start drafting the National Strategy for Accession to the European Union and continue with activities regarding full implementation of the National Action Plan for Implementation of Recommendations from the European Partnership, in accordance with the envisaged structure and defined priorities.
10. Recognizing a great importance of economic and social issues, i.e. cohesive policy for economic growth and development, strengthening competition, greater and higher quality employment and raising living standard, the Government shall continue to constantly improve the ambience for investments, entrepreneurship, development of small and medium-size enterprises and innovations, and to involve and strengthen, as priority, mechanisms and activities for attaining goals of the redefined Lisbon Strategy of the European Union.




Podgorica, 27 April 2006
